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Dear Reader, 


Welcome to Farrago’s Declassified UniMelb Survival Guide 2023. 
As you venture forward through the ghostly blue laptop-lit 
forest of studying students late-night at the Bailliev and into 
your years as a uni student, we hope you hold this silly little 
guide in hand as a reminder that there will always be another 
student who knows what it’s like subsisting on minute-noodles 
for dinner and getting by on discount coffee. As you read 


these humble words, imagine vs Editors frantically camping 
ovt at the Farrago office in true uni student style: working past 
the original deadlines we set for ourselves becavse—hey!—life 
happens. Life happens, but dear reader, you aren’f alone! In 
fact, feel free to visit vs Media goblins in our office in Room 
&} 412 on Level 4 of Building 168. We have a sandwich press! And 
we’ve compiled this collection of wise voices especially for 
you, dear JAFFY, so that you don’t have to scrol] for hours on 
Reddit to uncover the secrets of Unimelb. Whether ifs tips 
for living as a broke international student, a handy gvide to 
the libraries of Unimelb, or an introduction to the infamous 
Unimelb Love Letters Hall of Fame, we've got you covered! 
And we’ goon publishing ovr wise and weitd and wonderful 
student voices throughout the year in our editions of Farrago, 33 
in ovr student radio station Radio Fodder and online on the 
Fodder Blog. If you want to be a part of it all, scan the QR 
code at the back of this zine! We can’t wait fo hear from you. 


Love, 


Your 2023 Farrago Editors 


Weiting, Xiaole, Josh, and Carmen 
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Allie Akerley Ledya Khamov 
a Ashlea Banon Lochlainn Heley 
Conftri butfo rs Bella Farrelly Joel Duggan 
Breana Galea Jordan Di Natale 
Chelsea Daniel Tah Ai Jia 


Kien-Ling Liem Weiting Chen 


The University of Melbourne, her Lore, 
and her Legends 


Written by Allie Akerley 


With over 150 years of history, the University of Melbourne has a plethora of crazy and kooky stories. In case you 
ever feel like conducting your own midnight ghost hunt or Baillieu Library-based seance, or just need some new 
ideas for O-Week shenanigans, here are some University of Melbourne myths and legends that every student 
should know. 


Underground tunnels 

Legend has it that deep below campus, and along Royal Park, there is a series of tunnels linking the University 
to the Royal Melbourne Hospital. Most likely built during the height of the Cold War in the 1950s, the story goes 
that these tunnels were used to sneak dead bodies into the University for medical tutorials, without the students 
noticing. Normal stuff like that. Although this rumour has never been confirmed, Union House and the medical 
building do contain a few mysterious doorways that have long been boarded up. Who knows where these may 
lead to. 


The Ghost of Dame Nellie Melba 
Melba Hall, located on Royal Parade, is said to house the ghost of Australia’s most beloved soprano Dame Nellie 
Melba, who died in 1931. Witnesses claim to have heard mysterious whistling and eerie singing in the concert hall 
late at night, and seen her lurking backstage in the darkness. The venue's famous namesake is 

also known to be a harsh critic: the ghost is said to complain about bad performers. 


Eels on campus? Very spooky. 

A little-known fact is that the University is located on the site of Townend 
Creek, whose waters were redirected underground when the University was 
being built. Connected to the Yarra, this creek was home to a myriad of 
underwater creatures. They still live there today and are known to become 
alittle bit lost after swimming up pipes. More gross than creepy, there have 
been numerous instances of sea creatures, such as eels, being found in the 
concrete ponds of Redmond Barry, popping out of the water, and startling 
students in the process. 


UniMelb on screen. Not spooky, just kinda cool. 

Strolling along Professors’ Walk, you will pass the University’s underground 
carpark. Located directly under South Lawn, it is flanked by two grand 
atues of the Ancient Greek Titan Atlas. The car park's heritage-listed 
othic facade has been featured in a huge number of movies and TV 
hows, most notably George Miller's 1979 classic Mad Max. This isn’t 
the first time that the University has been featured on screen. The 
college Medley Hall played a part in the very iconic and influential Nick 
Cage film Knowing (2009), and the entire campus is the setting 
of the hilarious ABC series, Ronny Chieng: International 
Student, which aired in 2017. 
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UniMelb Love Letters: The Best of the Best | 


Written by Ledya Khamou 


UniMelb Love Letters (UMLL) is a Facebook page created in 2018 
which encourages University of Melbourne students to 
anonymously submit “love letters” to their campus crush. Today, 
the page has spiraled into requests for relationship advice and 
calls for emotional support during exam season, producing iconic 
moments, both comical and heart-warming. 


This anonymous submission reads like the beginning of an 
accidental workplace romance: 


| jokingly called my coworker daddy once because he's a few years 
older than me. Today he jokingly said "from daddy” when he gave me 
something and my heart went j@ @ @ like I'm not attracted to him at 
all but that did something to me for real 


Well, if all else fails, at least you can always visit Yo-Chi to collect 
your local generic boy with fluffy brown hair. 


aS 1G Dice 
#33528 


umll be like: "to be the boy with brown fluffy hair wearing jeans and 
converse on the tram two weeks ago; you're so cute pls react haha" 
like girl that's 70% of melbourne just go to any yochi and pick up your 


mans 


This poster’s anxious spiral over their partner vaping was met 
with nothing but whole-hearted, genuine advice from UMLL 


commenters. 


E> @ EG: 


#47022 


I'ma little bit confused 


So | met this girl who | seem to be hitting it off with and she’s told me 
she vapes and asked if | cared or not. | replied saying that | don’t like it 
bc is not healthy but it’s her body and her decisions so it’s not up to 
me. | also said | would prefer if she could try at least cut down and she 
said she could try. My friends are quite conservative (?) and so, have 
told me like it’s an ick etc. so I'm kinda feeling confused about how | 
should think/feel/approach this. | was hoping some third party 
opinions would help clear my head | guess. 


Elizabeth Toma 
It's not that deep ig so 


like Reply 10 


Who doesn’t get their sexual terms 
confused with popular food chains? 


#32694 


Friday 4/11 
To the hot blonde girl at district 1 who asked me “sub or dom". I'M SO 
SORRY, | thought you were talking about sandwiches and pizza. | 
didn't realize what you meant until after you left. 


This next submission was so unspeakably shocking that the 
page’s administrator needed to chime in with some additional 
commentary. 


Dammm to the girl who has her shoes and socks off, | wanna scrap the 
callus off the heel of your foot with the top of my teeth and use it as 
cheddar cheese on a margarita pizza 


admin message: y'all i- ¢ 


Lockdown was a lonely time for us all, in which intimacy was a 
rare, prized gem one needed to forage for. 


~ i@ Nic = 


#36668 
myself 


choking on the covid test was the most action i got during the whole 
of lockdown. i need to get out more. 


Imagine: your partner sits you down, their face solemn, and tells 
you that they want to break up. Baffled, through shaky tears, you 
ask, “Why?” They open Facebook on their phone, and show you 
the screen. “There were more heart reaccs than laugh reaccs”. 


New Tab 
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#35733 
Unimelb LL community, help me out here 


There's this dude in my tute who is really cute and | think he might be 
interested in me back. We've had some really good conversations in 


breakout rooms, and | think we could get along really well. However, | 
already have a boyfriend who I've been with for 6 months and am 
happy with and who would be really sad if we broke up. 


Heart reacc for leave bf and ask the new guy out 
Laugh reacc for stick with bf 


Water Bottle Girl is a well-known icon of not only UniMelb but 
Melbourne in general. You may find her walking around 
Melbourne nonchalantly balancing a straight water bottle on her 
head (or in an article by The Age, impressively enough). In the 
dark midst of quarantine, spotting her brought some much 
needed joy: 


#23234 


| saw the water bottle girl at the Fitzroy Woolies today. The bottle was 
perfectly balanced on her head despite the face mask. Glad to see 
she's still mastering her craft!! 


Water Bottle Girl 


4 Disclaimer: This is not a letter *TO* water bottle girl but a letter 
*FROM* water bottle girl. 


I've been lurking around this page for a while, reading letters sent to 
me from time to time, feeling overwhelmed by the amount of love and 
support I've received... And I've been meaning to write a letter to 
thank everyone for supporting me and my talent, so thank you! 


| never thought an ordinary person like me would ever have such a big 
following, so I'm really appreciative of every one of you 


In July 2021, in a surprising 
turn of events, Water Bottle 
Girl submitted to UMLL to 
show her gratitude toward 
people who posted love 
letters dedicated to her. 


Welcome to the College Crescent 


Written by Lochlainn Heley 


Out of all the communities that call Parkville home, 
the strangest and loudest groups would be the 
residential colleges. They are the hobbits of Parkville, 
with their main priorities Sa yummy foodstuffs, 
close proximity to watering holes, and the smoking 
of bad memes. 


So, if you're a new daytime student or an on-res 
student wanting to make friends (& enemies) with 
the colleges then keep reading and I'll give you a 
quick introduction! 


St Mary's 
The labradors of the Crescent. Ask them what 
games they won in the past week and their answer 
will be, “Friendship is the real winner... but we also 
won footy ;)". Their mascot is the majestic moose, 
and their musicals are works of artistic genius (an 
unbiased opinion). They enter as Hufflepuffs and 
leave as Gryffindors. They are best acquired as quest 
companions to venture around the city. 


Newman 
The “workplace mockumentary sitcom” of the 
Crescent. A sister college to St Mary's, and much 
like The Office (the UK one-don't @ me!), they have 
a generally subdued temperament with moments 
of humour that catch you off guard in the best way. 
Their mascot is the mighty Nun, and their power is 
airbending. Strike a chill convo after a battle with 
Se pesky Monday morning lectures-it will do you 
good. 


Queen's 
The Canadians of the Crescent. An intriguing lot, 
used to surviving the harsh winters of deceptively 
small rooms. The result is a hardy yet genuinely 
friendly folk that would totally headbutt you given the 
chance; after all, their mascot is the goat. Proceed 
with protective head gear and offerings of delicious 
warm soup. 


St Hilda’s 
The jack-in-the-box of the crescent. Chill until... 
BOOM! Be wary of Hilda’s students in groups. One 
Hildarian will be an awesome addition to ia 
university quests. Two Hildarians and you will b 

immersed in a bouquet of highly specific jokes. But 
three or more, and youll find yourself at the closest 
tavern in the middle of a eau match that starte 
out innocently with Aussie Big Brother theories an 
will end with Babadook memes. 


io) 


o.0. 


Whitley 
Now better known as Sir “Not Appearing in this Fil 
Anymore”. 
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Ormond 

The “Euphoria High had a baby with Hogwarts” of the 
Crescent. Akin to their bee mascot, they're a hive of 
smarticle-particles to the core. Expect an enormous 
crowd of students dressed to the nines in the latest 
Melbourne haute couture. They also likely spent their 
orientation week studying the Iliad. 


Janet Clarke Hall 

The House of Anubis of the Crescent (if anyone 
doesn't understand that reference then | am sorry for 
you). A tightknit community that enjoys friends & fun 
stories by a fire. Like their fabled wolf mascot, they're 
often found exploring the little nooks and crannies 
of the campus where they can study or pretend to 
study while scrolling through socials. Offer one of 
your own humbling character stories and you will be 
companions in no time! 


Trinity 
The Einherjar of the crescent. Drawing pee from 
their monk mascot, they have gained the ability of 
Mind over Matter. The result is a collective of battle- 
bees students that can push their minds, bodies, 
and livers to the limit. If you want to catch up with 
them in one of their moments of zen meditation, 
then go for a morning/arvo coffee in a nice garden 
area, 


International House 
The Navarro. Cheer of the Crescent. First Years are 
holding out for the big rooms, and any Second Years 
are absolutely lording it over them. Their mascot 
is the lovable panda, but do not be fooled! They're 
always ready to smite you down in battle: music, 
dance, Yu-Gi-Ohl, you name it! Be sure to hold their 
friendships close in the event you need to redirect 
their wrath at your enemies. 


Medley Hall 
The “I blitz COVID with arts & craft” of the Crescent. 
Their mascot is the. . . (Elf? Candy cane? Hot-dog?). .. 
1am not sure what it is but that is what makes them 
so elusive. With their cosy home just off campus, they 
have gained the hard-earned knowledge of hyper- 
speed shortcuts to Parkville & the CBD. They are a 
mysterious lot. You will not find a Medley student. A 
Medley student will find YOU! 


University College 

The ‘check out my new reno’ of the Crescent. Like 
their boar mascot Ue can find them sizing up their 
neighbour across the road. Need a pal that can break 
down any roadblock in a rush of momentum? Then 
you need a UC student. Their dining room has a lot of 
weird poles... don’t know what that’s about. 


The A Guide To Uni Accommodations 8: 


Written by By Kien-Ling Liem 


Calling all international and interstate students! 
elbourne is currently in the midst of a massive 
rental and housing crisis that doesn’t seem to quit— 
but fear not. Amidst the foggy doubts of a staggering 
$500-rent-per-week price point and apartments 
the size of a living room, this guide will assist you in 
finding the best university accommodation for you. 


As international and/or interstate students, starting 
university is a new chapter of your life; your 
childhood is over and adulting has just begun, but 
uni can also offer you the perfect opportunity to 
make new friends. Hence, student housing! Most 
university accommodations hold weekly events 
that encourage mingling amongst students, where 
you're sure to find someone who will click with you. 
Finding the right accommodation for your needs 
might be challenging, so here's the exhaustive 
guide! 


Little Hal] 


By far one of the most popular uni accommodations 
at the University of Melbourne, Little Hall has 
a reputation for pumping out some of the 
most academic students with their RA jobs and 
educational programs. Their facilities are to die for 


with spacious music rooms, s 
with whiteboards and a gym wi 
view. It's seven minutes away 


tudy rooms equipped 


tha pretty impressive 
from uni—depending 


on how fast you can speed-walk—and it's also right 


by atram stop that goes direct 
of that, be warned: prepare 
and strangers touching your c 


ly into the city. In spite 
for damp underwear 
lothes as the laundry 


machines may or may not be 


faulty. 


Student Village Melbourne 


Never heard of it? Neither did I—until | moved in. 
Despite its obscurity, it's located right next to Little 
Hall and gives you the same convenient access to 
the city. There are constant events held by RA‘s; 
great if you're a socialite, but slightly annoying if 
you're a bit of a hermit. Be prepared for false fire 
alarms (at least once a week) that you might not 
even hear because the walls are way too thick. If 
you somehow find yourself with the wrong crowd, 
gear yourself up for some sweet gossip and not-so- 
sweet friendship fallouts. But, don’t forget the best 
part: a vending machine with cup noodles. 


Journal 

Perhaps the cat 

fish of university accommodations. The website 
may look sparkly and modern, but the price sure 
doesn't. Admittedly, what Journal lacks in room size 


and closet space, they make up for in their facilities. 
Decked out with a lounge kitchen, cinema room and 
even a personal garden, it certainly can be exciting 
as they claim, but only if you're over eighteen. 
Journal takes their security seriously with an electric 
gate which only provides access with a key pass. 
They pedantically stick to their 10pm curfew law 
for under eighteens; no one can get past the gate 
without RA‘s noticing—not even your sneaky link. 


Scape 


Scape is everywhere—you simply can’t escape it 
(pun intended). Scattered around the city, it lurks 
behind the corners of Melbourne Central and shady 
CT Mart’s. Much like Journal, they've got a scam o 
a room, but amazing facilities where you can bring 
your friends to play ping-pong, watch movies on the 
big screen and cook in the lounge area. However, 
it does look like a rainbow vomited inside with 
every wall being a different colour and flashing LED 
lights inside the elevators. But if forcefully cheerfu 
colours is your aesthetic, then Scape is perfect for 
you. 


Unilodge 


Just like Voldemort's soul, Unilodge is also widely 
dispersed in nearly every nook and cranny of 
Melbourne city. There are about seven Unilodges 
the city ranging from the ones at Royal Melbourn 
Hospital, Lincoln House and Carlton. There's eve 
one right next to Melbourne Central if you're 
fan of hearing trams sludge past and random 
screaming in the depths of the night. Unilodge has 
all the regular facilities like gyms, music rooms and 
study spaces, but what's probably the most exciting 
is that they have a craft room. Similarly to other 
student accommodations, their rooms are a little 
tight, but at this point what were we expecting? 


oo o 


Dwell Village 


Dwell certainly lives up to its name: it gives hard 
village vibes with an inner circular courtyard 
adorned with dangling vines and exposed 
brick wall. With apartments facing each other, 
overlooking a cute water fountain, it'll probably 
make you feel like you're living in the middle of your 
own little town square. But if you value privacy, you 
may fear that the only separation between you 
and your roommate is a single sliding door. Not 
transparent, of course. And, if you're not a fan of 
Aussie summers, don’t worry—the single fan they 
provide might just barely save you, but their pool 
will definitely cool you down. 


What does your degree * 


© ® 


say about you? 2: Electric Boogaloo 


Written by Bella Farrelly 


Design 

Drawing croissants for a university grade is no easy 
task, I've incessantly been told, but somehow you 
still find it in you to treat campus life as a perennial 
fashion show. I’ve heard whispers that the course 
requirements include owning a_ private Yohji 
Yamamoto collection and pledging to wear pieces 
of it to campus at least thrice a week. Peers in your 
non-design breadths are put to shame by the sheer 
magnitude of your serves on a weekly basis. Have 
pity on us. 


Theatre (Southbank) 

| could sit here and make fun of theatre kids all 
day until | died from exhaustion. But as much as | 
would enjoy that, it would be cowardly to attack the 
character of those who effectively enrolled in the 
Powerball lottery equivalent of university degrees 
just for the love of the sport. That inescapable 
theatre kid label may be a modern-day dunce cap, 
but graduating to become a theatre adult embodies 
the courage of the knighthood. Godspeed, and to 
the one or two of you who'll win the draw, don't 
forget me when you're famous! 


Anthropology 

The question “what do you study?” is uniquely bone- 
chilling to you. It never fails to set in motion a two-way 
hostage situation wherein the asker—unless they 
are some kind of geriatric white man, in which case 
they'll take to explaining your own degree to you— 
either poorly pretends to know what anthropology is 
or demands that you remedy their ignorance on the 


spot. The more frequently it happens, the less sure 
you yourself become of what you're studying; what 
your job prospects are; what you do all day. You 
have resorted to drawing hamfisted comparisons 
to sociology and psychology, between whom, you 
realise, you are the middle child. 


Music: Jazz and Improvisation (Southbank) 

You are represented in media bysuch megalomaniacs 
as Miles Teller and J.K. Simmons’ characters (double 
whammy...) in Whiplash (2014). “He's literally me,” 
you coo at a single-minded, sometimes power- 
hungry, yet talented and handsome Ryan Gosling 
in La La Land (2016). You should probably be 
endeavouring to remedy this unsavoury perception 
of your degree in the public eye, but you also know 
that somehow, it actually kind of adds to the appeal. 


Computer Science 

| won't pick at the low-hanging fruit. The archetypal 
shower-scorning, socially inept, involuntarily 
celibate comp-sci major begs me to save my jabs for 
someone else. I've heard it all and can stomach no 
more, he says, just leave me to tend to my Discord 
kittens in peace. So I'll say something nice: you 
would prefer to have your contribution to society be 
playing video games as a Twitch streamer, but that 
you're trying your hand at the next best thing before 
committing to that dream full-time shows admirable 
foresight. It will probably reward you with a decent 
paying job. You mustn't let this last inkling of wisdom 
escape you. 


Illustated by Weiting Chen 
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Live Rich While Being Broke: 
The Unofficial Guide For 
Struggling International Students — written bytah aisia 


Picture this: You just got off the plane from 
a faraway country, head in the clouds ready 
for adventure and your hands deep in... 
empty pockets. You just opened up your 
Commonwealth bank account only to see 
actual flies flying off your phone screen when 
you check your balance. And with school work 
and your fragile social life constantly at the risk 
of falling off balance, working part-time isn’t 
always an option, either. So, what do you do? 
Just accept the broke international student life 
you've been handed and cry yourself to sleep 
every night? No! The answer is to obviously 
game the system and figure out a way to live 
that chaotic, rich, FOB international student 
life you've always envisioned! But first... how? 


Well, luckily for you, I've had the last few 
years to figure out a few ways to save my 
precious money while still living my best 
life in Melbourne. It hasn't all been fun and 
games, but looking good while feeling good 
about your bank account takes some serious 
practice. So, here’s how you live rich, without 
actually having the money for it: 


Cook Up A Storm (but not literally) 


When it comes to surviving on a budget, first, 
you need to eat. Lest you want to risk walking 
around campus like a zombie, making sure 
not to starve yourself is definitely a must. 
But unlike the cheap takeout or fast food you 
can grab back in your home country, food in 
Melbourne can get expensive. Café- and bar- 
hopping are definitely some of the best parts 
of living in Melbourne, but it's not financially 
sustainable, especially if you're broke AF and 
don't want to risk living off instant noodles for 
the rest of the month. 


This is why learning how to cook—and 
perhaps more importantly, how to cook 
well—is a great way to keep yourself fed 
without bleeding your bank account dry in the 
process. And | don’t mean cooking white rice 
with a fried egg on top with some soy sauce 


hastily slathered on top, either. Not only is 
that just really, really, sad, but it also serves as 
a breeding ground for your friends and family 
to make fun of your inability to cook. Trust 
me, | know from first-hand experience. Just 
Google some simple yet impressive recipes 
online you can whip up at your new home, 
and run on to the nearest Woolies or Aldi for 
the necessary ingredients and viola! You're 
no longer hangry, a little less broke than 
before, and you can slave away on campus 
like normal! 


Shop ‘Til You Drop, But Only At Op Shops! 


If you are moving over from a Southeast 
Asian country like me, you probably don't 
have the necessary winter clothes to survive 
in Melbourne. With the mood swings and 
temper tantrums Melbourne weather is 
famous for, you'll soon come to realise that, 
yeah, maybe the clothes you did bring over 
are just not enough. Or it could just be that 
you're looking for something cute to wear 
to the club next Friday. Instead of shopping 
fast fashion, it’s probably time to take a beat 
and slow down by visiting some op shops. 
Otherwise known as thrift shops, op shops 
have really allowed me to feed into my 
shopaholic tendencies without having to cry 
every time | check my bank account. When 
you shop second-hand, you can find outfits 
equally as cute for a fraction of the price. An 
ugly Christmas sweater? 15 bucks. A cute blue 
bodycon dress? 10 bucks. Of course, I’m just 
spitballing prices here — you could probably 
find more for cheaper! There are a multitude 
of op shops littered around Brunswick, Fitzroy 
and various other suburbs just outside the 
city, many of which are within a 5-15 minutes 
tram ride from each other. | personally have 
a soft spot for the Salvos store and Sacred 
Heart Mission op shop in Fitzroy, maybe 
because they were the first op shops | ever 
visited, so you should check them out when 
you can! 


Drink Before You Party, Trust Me. 


Let's not forget about the drinking. One of the 
biggest perks of studying abroad is definitely 
the ability to party with your mates, without 
the constant phone calls from your parents 
asking you where you are. But if you ever get 
the chance to patronise any nightlife spot in 
Melbourne, you'll soon realise how steep the 
prices are! Just one night at a club can cost 
you upwards of 70 dollars, and that’s just for 
the cover charge and one (1) shot. 


Needless to say, if you're a broke international 
student, you most likely won't be able to 
party every other weekend for long if you 
keep forking these fees out. Here’s where 
pre-drinking comes in handy — why pay 
20-30 dollars per shot at a club when you 
can grab a bottle of soju for just 15 bucks at 
Hometown instead? Even if you're not a fan of 
soju, a full-sized bottle of Jack Daniels is just 
60 bucks, and when you split that price with 
your friends, you're already saving yourself 
a fortune. Always, always, ALWAYS pre-drink 
before a night out at the club if you're looking 
to save yourself the heartache of swiping your 
card just to get wasted. And, for all my girlies 
out there: save your clubbing for ladies’ nights! 
Many, if not all nightclubs have a designated 
ladies night every week where girls can 
enter for free before 11pm (or earlier/later, 
depending on where you go). 


Get Your Cardio In, Seriously. 


My last tip—but definitely not the least— is 
to WALK. The CBD area is literally made for 
walking long distances, even if that means 
walking 1-2 km for up to an hour, and the 
chilly weather during the winter, autumn 
and spring seasons make it so that you won't 
have to sweat too much either. Having come 
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from Malaysia, a searing hot country laced 
with wide, winding roads, highways and grass 
instead of walkable pavements, I’d gotten 
used to driving or taking an Uber)to get to 
anywhere | needed to go. But in Melbourne, 
taking an Uber is basically a death wish for 
your bank account. So unless you're physically 
unable to walk the route (or just piss drunk 
and aren't able to get home on your own), you 
should try to walk wherever you need to go if 
your destination is within a stone's throw. 


Of course, the public transport in Melbourne 
is a great alternative too. But for up to $4.60 
per trip, the prices can really start to add 
up if you're constantly travelling by tram. 
My word of advice? If possible, try and only 
take the tram in between the free tram zone 
(which extends from Queen Victoria Market 
to Docklands, Spring Street, Flinders Street 
Station and Federation Square), and walk 
the rest where possible. Evading tram fares 
sounds enticing at first, but that's only until 
you get caught and receive a hefty $277 fine 
in your mail. What's an extra few minutes of 
cardio going to do in comparison? 


So, there you have it: everything you need to 
know to live out your rich, FOB international 
student dream life without actually having 
to be rich. When it comes to having fun in 
Melbourne, just remember that it doesn’t 
always mean spending money! There are 
many other free alternatives around the CBD 
area, like the NGV or the Music Bowl, so take 
advantage of what you can while you're here. 
As long as you manage your personal budget 
well and prioritise rent and food, you'll be just 
fine. 


Illustration by Weiting Chen 
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Start the Year Right 


Written by Breana Galea 


The vital key tips to ensure you start the uni 
year as your best self. We believe in your H1, 
student-debt-free dreams, babe. 


my.unimelb (an endless source of joy and 
trepidation) 

Students tend to mostly use this site to change 
their enrolments (i.e. un-enrol in subjects 
during the first class, a source of joy) and 
check their results (i.e. find out the exam was 
not as easy as you thought it was, a source of 
trepidation). It contains all of the crucial details 
related to you being a student at UniMelb, 
including a link to STOP 1—the core of student 
services at the university-and your timetable, 
and notices which you should probably check 
once in a while. Have fun seeing the profile 
picture you took back in first year over and 
over and over and over again at the top of the 
site. 


Careers Online (because HECS doesn’t pay for 
itself) 

Our underutilised online service is chock- 
full of professional development workshops, 
internships, career events and available jobs 
for the poor uni student paying rent in the 
CBD. If you need a graduate role, want to go 
on exchange or need some advice for your 
resume, Careers Online provides all this info in 
one place. Be sure to check back in regularly 
during the semester since new stuff pops up 
frequently and the popular stuff can book 
out (or close, in the case of an internship/a 
job application) fast. | first applied for (and 
eventually was hired for) my Student Library 
Assistant position through this site, so can 
definitely recommend first-hand. 


Lost On Campus (UniMelb 
construction = an urban maze) 

Do you know why pandas are never lost on 
campus? It's because pandas aren't native to 
Australia and the Melbourne Zoo does not 
house our monochromatic companions. Do you 
know why students only become lost some of 


campus + 


the time rather than all of the time on campus? 
It's because of the Lost On Campus app, whose 
mascot happens to be a panda. It's a little out 
of date since the Grattan St construction site 
emerged from the Underworld of Unpleasant 
Detours (has it really been three years?) and 
the New Student Precinct burst into existence 
like a popping ball in your bubble tea, but it can 
still serve as your faithful digital guide as you 
desperately try to work out which fire exit you 
need to go through to get to class. 


Facebook Subject Groups (yeah I’m cool, | just 
gained like 34 new friends) 

Somehow, someway, each year a new 
Facebook group pops up for ‘UniMelb [year] 
First Years’. Within this Facebook group, 
students often form Messenger group chats 
for different subjects each year. With the 
combined knowledge of several single brain 
cells plus the big brain energy of that one 
classmate who actually knows what's going on, 
you'll quickly find out who is serious about the 
subject—and who's not—and obtain several 
conflicting opinions on when an assignment is 
due. But believe me, the odds of the lecturer 
replying at 11pm versus a pack of highly- 
strung, caffeinated uni students? Undeniable. 


Accessing creative journals for free (why 
you don’t need to pay for Voiceworks twice... 
unless you want to) 

This is being added to the list because I’m 
annoyed | only discovered this in my third 
year of uni. UniMelb has an online collection 
of publications like Voiceworks available for 
free to students. To be fair, | haven't explored 
the full extent of this collection, but still! | 
feel like | should have known. The Rowdy 
also tends to stock the latest hard copy of 
similar publications too. If regardless, you are 
keen and able to support the creative arts 
community by subscribing to Voiceworks or 
similar publications, please do—they would 
certainly appreciate the support! 


Least to Most Problematic 


Unimelb Alumni 


Written by Joel Duggan 


5. Ronny Chieng 

Ronny graduated from Melbourne in 2009—his sole crime being graduating as a commerce 
student. He has since gone on to feature the University heavily in his series Ronny Chieng: 
International Student, perhaps the only thing to be filmed on campus that people cared about 
since Mad Max. Ronny remains an unproblematic king to this day. 


4. Angela White 

For unknowable reasons, the University did not opt to include Angela in their own list of notable 
alumni, despite her graduating in 2010 with a H1 in Gender Studies. Yet, a H1 barely scratches the 
surface of Angela's long list of honours she has received for her career in the adult film industry. 
Truly, a woman of many talents. 


3. Harold Holt 
Not much to be said about Harold—he was taken by a communist submarine before he could do 
anything too problematic. 


2. Peter Singer 

The patron saint for all obnoxious philosophy students and annoying vegans, Peter is one of the 
foundational thinkers of the contemporary animal liberation movement and the effective altruist 
movement. He earned his Bachelor's and Master's degrees at Melbourne in 1967 and 1969 
respectively and has since gone on to become one of the world’s most famous philosophers, 
which for some strange reason involves offering a moral defence of bestiality on Australian 
national television. 


1. Germaine Greer 

Germaine could have rested on her laurels after a long career of writing on important topics such 
as the abject horror of wearing knickers and the fascism of Celebrity Big Brother. Instead, she was 
inexplicably compelled to out herself as a TERF and to repeatedly double down on it—guess it's to 
be expected from someone who pissed off to England after graduating. 


HONOURABLE MENTION: Julian Assange 

Julian did not actually get around to finishing his degree at Melbourne, ending it early in 2006, 
so perhaps his status as a proper alumnus is up for debate. Regardless of this, he serves as a 
shining example for all Melbourne students who want to become enemies of the United States 
government. 
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A Non Definitive List of 
Student Discounts 


Written by Chelsea Daniel 


Finding a good student discount is a game-changer 
when you want to experience the luxuries of life. 
This guideline isn’t just the basics that every 
publication seems to push—like, we already know 
that Spotify does student discounts—this guideline 
also includes the extra little bit that some of us only 
learn about halfway through our final year, or from 
scrolling down to a Reddit post from 2016. 


Coffee! 


Even if you're one of those people who say, 
“oh | don't drink coffee!” when people ask to get 
coffee with you, there will be a time when you're 
desperately searching for a caffeine hit during Sem 
One SWOTVAC and the rainy weather is making 
you in need of a nap. 


Apetritivo Bar 


On Lygon street, this lovely place is right near 
Readings and offers a lovely student discount. This 
already affordable bar charges $3.50 if you bring 
a student card, but they also have been known to 
accept proof via logging into your student portal 
infront of them. 


Carte Crepes 


Carte Crepes has alot of partnerships with different 
student clubs and societies, especially faculty 
societies. By being a member of participating 
student clubs, you can get a discount by flashing 
your membership card on the phone wallet app. 


The Movies! 


Many cinemas have student discounts, both 
through discounts for university students on 
specific days, and through memberships which 
give you further discounts later. 


The best discount can be found at Lido’s on 
Wednesdays, only $8 a ticket for students. But, 
if Hawthorn is too far for you, Palace Cinemas’ 
student discount for members is only $9 a ticket. 


If that is still too expensive, do not worry, because 
the best cinema in Melbourne has an even bigger 
discount. Cinema Nova has cheaper tickets on 


Mondays before four at $7, and 
they had an additional discoun 


$10 after. In 2022, 
it on Wednesdays 


specifically for U 


nimelb students, with tickets being 


$7 before 4, and $10 after. Keep an eye out for this 
year to see if they bring that back. 


The university also gives you free access to 
platforms like Kanopy, which has some excellent 
stuff. You can also access Mubi for cheaper by 
creating an account with your student password. 


Tech 


Yes, you can get discounts on Macbooks and 
receive Airpods on purchase if you go through the 
Apple Store, but you also have some other tech 
options by virtue of being a student from Unimelb. 


VPN 


Unimelb has the option to download a VPN for 
free, which | would definitely recommend. You can 
access Library stuff and other university resources 
away from campus for academic purposes, but you 
can also use it in other VPN-friendly ways! 


Adobe Cloud 


Unimelb offers a discounted year-long licence 
on Adobe Cloud products. This is perfect for any 
student, either for an assignment or for organising 
a club event where a handy design tool is crucial. 


Health 


Is your local no longer bulk billing? Well, Uni does 
have a solution for that! As a student, you can 
access Unimelb Health Services free of charge. 
Usually, wait times are pretty good, and they can 
even set up things like your mental health care 
plan and refer you to specialists in the area who 
are used to dealing with students. This can come 
with perks, like knowing how to fill out a special 
consideration form or even offering a student 
discount! 


Other health services at Unimelb are also 
discounted. Unimelb has a dental clinic and an 
optometrist for any discounted needs. While 
cheaper in-house psychology and psychiatry is 
available, it is an incredibly long wait time, so see 
if your GP can refer you to one near the university. 


Arts and Culture. 


The University has a lot of discounts available for 
all the fun arts events you can find around the city. 


The NGv 


The NGV has a discounted membership available 
for Unimelb students. You can attend exclusive 
events, priority exhibition entry and sometimes 
receive free exhibition tickets. 


Festivals 


The University has previously provided free tickets 
or priority access to different sessions at art 
festivals within the city. Festivals like the Melbourne 
International Film Festival, Melbourne Writers 
Festival, Melbourne Women in Film Festival, etc, all 
have previously made deals with the university. The 
university will regularly email whenever a festival is 
on, so keep an eye out! 


Ay 


It is once again time to pay homage to the temples 
of wisdom and knowledge, our libraries, where you 
become wise enough to realise starting your assignment 
the day before it was due was maybe not a good idea, 
and gain the knowledge of how to definitely legally 
watch Netflix shows after it stops account sharing. Oh 
yeah, and study. As a student and previous uni library 
assistant, my hope is that this guide will help cover the 
basics for newbies and reveal some cool new facets of 
our library services for experts. | wish you all the best in 
your earnest endeavours to procrastina-| mean study! 
Except at The Rowdy of course. 


Rowden White Library (The Rowdy, 
oasis in the desert of Un study) 


Perhaps the most beloved library on campus is the 
Rowden White Library, affectionately known as The 
Rowdy’. Filling two floors of the Student Pavilion, it serves 
as a chill space for students to relax between classes, 
chock-full of books, mangas, graphic novels, magazines 
and bean bags. With a ‘do not study’ policy, The Rowdy 
provides you with the greatest tools to relax and 
procrastinate. This includes computers, consoles, VR 
and other gaming equipment. Contrary to its nickname, 
this library is usually fairly peaceful and often has a fun 
puzzle set up each week. They even have a separate 
room with a huge TV usually playing a movie. The staff 
are super nice and the brochures at reception can guide 
you through accessing The Rowdy’s vast array of ebooks, 
audiobooks and online newsletter subscriptions. 
K-dramas are welcome, playing videogames is 
considered cool and napping is encouraged! 


Re:cite (has genuinely saved lives) 


he ultimate online service to fulfill all your referencing 
nd citation needs. Re:cite has been set up by the library 
taff to aid you in your never-ending battle with the 
pecific order of ‘first name’, ‘last name’, ‘article name’, 
ournal name, ‘year’, ‘cycle of the moon’, ‘author's star 
pet's star sign’, ‘favourite ice cream flavour’ and so 
rom APA to Harvard, in-text citations to footnotes, 
his site has all the answers. Recorded webinars are 
vailable for your perusal and guides and tutorials are 
run live by the library staff throughout the year. It also 
provides essential advice on reference management 
software. In other words, the deity you pray to two hours 
before your report is due and you realise a quarter of 
the marks are dedicated to proper referencing. Saying 
their odd names over and over again can even sound 
like a foreboding Latin chant or summoning a ghost. 
Bloody Mary who? We only know Zotero now. 
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UniMelb Libraries Guide 
Part 2 


Written by Breana Galea 
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Bailliev Reading Room (much rare book, 
very wow) 

f you've ever had intense envy for those people in 
documentaries who get to hold super old books and 
flick through centuries-old pages of barely-legible 
writing, | have good news for you! The Reading Room, 
ocated in the Baillieu Library, allows you to do just 
that. It allows you to access items from the University’s 
Archives and Special Collections which include, but are 
not limited to, rare books, maps, rare music and an East 
Asian collection. All you need to do is search for the 
item you want, request it (since some things are stored 
offsite) and book an in-person appointment. However, 
do not fret interstate and international friends! The 
awesome library staff are also piloting a service called 
the Virtual Reading Room, which uses high-res cameras 
and videoconferencing software to bring the collections 
straight to you. A staff member will show you the 
collection items in real-time and will be happy to answer 
all your weird and wonderful questions. 


Law Library (truest test of a long- 
distance relationship) 


Since the last edition of the UniMelb Library Guide, the 
author has in fact visited the Law Library. As a science 
student, travelling to this library felt like that montage in 
Shrek where he finally ends up, as the Hollwoodesque 
etters say, “FAR FAR AWAY”. Genuinely needed to 
catch my breath for a hot second there. Also, for some 
reason the library is split across multiple levels of the 
Law Faculty Building—but you can only enter the library 
from one level? Suffice to say, it took me a while to get 
there. But | made it. | visited during semester (though 
not near exams) and it was super quiet with some areas 
with low light. The stairs are huge and make you feel very 
important if you walk down the middle of them as if you 
were royalty. All in all, generally good vibes, though !'ll 
probably never see it again during my degree. Time to 
send the break-up text. 


Of course, there's always more to explore and this is a 
part two! If you'd like to read about more of UniMelb’s 
libraries, see part one in Farrago’s 2022 Declassified 
UniMelb Survival Guide where | tell you all you need to 
know about the: 


- Bailliev Library 

- Eastern Resource Centre (ERC) 

- Brownless Biomedica] Library 

- ABP Library (Architecture, Building and Planning) 
- Law Library (before the author visited) 


Illustrated by Weiting Chen 
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A rundown of the student bars you 
need to know 


Written by Chelsea Daniel 


illustrious Ida Bar (2018-2022) whose $5 pots we'll never forget and whose jaffles 
g meant so much to us. We will miss you. 


The Curtin Hotel 


Email: editors@farrapomagazine. com 
umsu.unime|b.edu.au/media 


ore US HERE! 


